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1. Overall Description:
CT3/CT4 have briefly discussed the proposal submitted to TSG SA#99 of defining a Forge-based method of handling source code in 3GPP documentation and whether it could be applicable to CT3 and CT4 APIs. See SP-230391 (Using Forge-Git as the primary storage for Code).

While CT3/CT4 do not challenge that SA5 may adopt the new methodology, CT3/CT4 want to stick to the existing method (which does not modify the existing 3GPP CR process) of handling source code in 3GPP documentation for specifications under their remit, i.e.:
· with technical specifications containing the formal interface definition (e.g. OpenAPI definition) in normative annexes of the specification in MS Word text; and 
· with self-contained CRs including changes to the main body of the TS and to the normative annexes.

The existing process has proven to work satisfactorily in CT3/CT4 during the last 4 years of intensive usage of the 3GPP Forge/GitLab, which has lowered the number of syntax faults in the OpenAPI specifications to essentially zero. It also ensures that tracking of changes in OpenAPI "code" is always possible (maybe after many years after the actual CR approval). A tool (at the disposal of MCC) can be run to check that the contents of OpenAPI definitions are identical in normative annexes and zip files of TSs and in 3GPP GitLab.

The Forge-based method (i.e., having CRs without explicit track-marked changes on the code, and replacing it with a link to a GitLab commit or Merge Request) would not remove the need for TS Rapporteurs to validate that all the CRs approved during a Plenary cycle result in technically correct OpenAPI files. 

CT3/CT4 also recommend using the same methodology within CT WGs for consistency and simplification of the processes and tooling in 3GPP GitLab for CT WGs. 


2. Actions:
To CT and SA groups.
ACTION: 	CT3/CT4 ask CT and SA groups to take the above information into account.

3. Date of Next CT3 and CT4 Meetings:
CT3 Meeting calendar can be found at:
https://www.3gpp.org/dynareport?code=Meetings-C3.htm
CT4 Meeting calendar can be found at:
https://www.3gpp.org/dynareport?code=Meetings-C4.htm

